CITY OF NEWTON
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
October 14, 2014
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of Newton, North Carolina was held on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at Newton Recreation Center.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
					Terry Abernethy, Vice-Chairman 
					Frances Inscoe
					David Shugart
					Marshall Pratt
					Sandra Waters, Parks and Recreation Director
					John Stiver, City Representative
Commission Members Absent:	
					Kyle Smith, Recreation Chairman
					Mickie Drum							
Recording Secretary:		Marcia L. Winkler
					
	I.	Call to Order:
		Chairman Terry Abernethy welcomed the commission and called the meeting to order.
II. 	Commission member Terry Abernethy moved to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, 	October 14, 2014 regular meeting, seconded by Commission member Frances Inscoe, the 	motion was approved by unanimous vote.

III.	Old Business	

	Activities Report – The Director gave a brief report on the following programs; Green 	Room’s Shakespeare in the Park, United Way Cross Country Track meet, CVAC 2A 	Conference Championship Run, Spooktacular, Crop Walk @ Southside Park, Catawba 	County Environmental Awareness Day, Catawba Valley Association of Realities 5K Night 	Crawl Run through downtown, Catawba County Tackle Football Games, Table Tennis 	Tournament at Central Recreation, Gospel Fest held at Southside Park, Flu Shots, and she also 	mentioned the department is now taking registration for all the youth winter sports.

	Program Evaluation On-Line - The Department’s Program Evaluation form is now available 	on-line.

	The Director reported that Ty Thomas was playing a game of 21 at Central Recreation Center 	and fell on the basketball court and dislocated his right hip; he was checked out in the 	emergency room and is doing fine.  
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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Cemeteries/Buildings & Ground Report – The Buildings and Grounds Division is losing 	a 	maintenance worker, he is leaving for a job with Burke County Maintenance Department and 	will be closer to his home. The Director reported that Greg Moser who currently  working in 	Cemeteries is moving to Maintenance and will be working at Northside/Broyhill Park, and 	the City plans to hire 	Brandon Norman who currently works part-time on 	weekends to a full-	time position in the Cemetery Department.

	Gym floor – the gym floor at Central Recreation is scheduled to be reconditioned in 	November. 

IV.	New Business

	Swimming Pool – The Director told the commission at the next City Council meeting, the 	swimming pool was on the agenda to decide if the pool would be open this coming summer. 	The Director will be reviewing the following pool topics at the City Council Meeting 	regarding the swimming pool:
	1) 	A 50’x100’ concrete pool with a plaster cover.
	2) 	Cannot drain pool – in a year’s time or less it will crack/moisture will accumulate and 		get between plaster and concrete, causing it to deteriorate.
	3)	According to the State of North Carolina – if water is left in a pool it must be kept 		clean/clear year round due to deaths/accidents (must be able to see the bottom at all 		times) and/or a liability. If necessary must provide a cover for protection - $10,000 - 		$20,000.
	4)	Value of this pool TODAY (pool and equipment) $400,000 to $500,000 if the same 		pool was built today according to our pool builder.
	5)	To keep this pool and add an additional spray ground/splash pad - $150,000 and up.
	6)	Cities are closing pools because monies/cost to operate due to ADA Standards, 			Personnel and Amenities.
	7)	 #1 cause of children’s death is drowning due to the fact they do not know how to 			swim.
	8)	Our pool builder has built (5) learn to swim pools in North Carolina this past year – 		(2) in other states – convention for learning to swim pools will be held in Charlotte 		this next year – one of the new coming trends. The shallow end of a public pool would 		be considered a learning pool – 3’ – 5’ of water (youth & adults).

	The Director asked commission members since the group voted unanimously to keep the pool 	open; it would be good for anyone on the Commission to attend the next city council meeting.

VII.	Adjournment

	Commission Member Marshall Pratt moved that the meeting be adjourned 2nd by David 	Shugart.

	The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday, October 14, 2014.

					__________________________________________________
					Sandra Waters Parks and Recreation Director
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