Newton Recreation Commission
Recreation Commission Minutes
Tuesday, January 12, 2016
7 o’clock PM
Newton Recreation Department Conference Room
Attendees:						Absent:				Guests:
Mickie Drum						Kyle Smith
Frances Inscoe						Marshall Pratt
Terry Abernethy					John Stiver
David Shugart
Sandra Waters






I.	Welcome
	Terry Abernethy called the meeting to order and welcomed all members.

II.	Approval of Minutes
	Commission member Mickie Drum moved to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, December 15, 2015 	meeting; seconded by Commission member David Shugart. The motion was approved by unanimous vote 	the minutes were unanimously approved.

III.	Old Business
	A.	Master Plan
			The City’s current Master Plan was prepared in May 1988, revised in 2001 and is over 27 			years old and outdated for State funding consideration.
			As of November 13, 2015 the City received replies from four consulting firms. Of those 				firms, only two sent written proposals to be considered. The Recreation Commission met on 			Tuesday, December 15, 2015 and conducted a thorough background study of their work and 			references. After much discussion and consideration the Parks & Recreation Commission 			recommends to the City Council their approval of Sage Design from Wilmington, NC to 				design and implement a plan.
			Chairman Kyle Smith presented this recommendation at the January 5, 2016 Council 				meeting. Only one question and no discussion the firm of Sage Design was unanimously 				approved by the City Council.
			Director mentioned one complaint concerning, the Bike Trail being opened or closed.  David 			and Marcie get information on the web site and web page as quickly as possible. No great 			way to handle with the abundance of rainy weather each week.
IV.	New Business
		A.	Kyle Smith, Terry Abernethy and David Shugart terms of office will expire on 3-31-16. This 			is a first term for each of these members which could remain of the Commission until 3-31-			19 for a second term if so desired.
		B.	At the March meeting, election of Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary.
		C.	Certain organizations are requesting to use Southside Park’s mile track (Free) to raise 				monies for profit to go to other outside City programs and agencies.
		D.	The Department already has a written park rental policy in place to cover these situations. 			Pay for use of park facilities and 20% of gross receipts. The Department also requires a 				Certificate of Liability Insurance Certificate covering amount is $1,000,000.00. 	
Next Meeting:  March 8, 2016
Respectfully Submitted,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sandra A. Waters, Parks & Recreation Director
	
