[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF NEWTON
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
October 13, 2015
A regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of Newton, North Carolina was held on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Newton Recreation Center.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
					Kyle Smith, Chairman
					Terry Abernethy, Vice Chairman
					Frances Inscoe 
					Marshall Pratt 
					David Shugart
					Sandra Waters, Parks and Recreation Director
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:
					John Stiver, City Council Representative
					Mickie Drum	
STAFF PRESENT:
					Sandra Waters, Parks and Recreation Director
Recording Secretary:		Frances Inscoe

	I.	Call to Order:
		Chairman Kyle Smith welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.
II. 	Commission Vice Chairman Terry Abernethy moved to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, 	October 13, 2015 meeting; seconded by Commission member Marshall Pratt. The motion was 	approved by unanimous vote. 

III.	Old Business	
	
	Activities Report – Sandra Waters distributed the Activities Booklet for October. The Commission 	member’s attention was directed to the Flu Shot Vaccinations on October 9 and October 22 at 	Newton Recreation Center; the Bike, Hike and Paddle Adventure and Outdoor Gear Exchange at 	Jacob Fork Park on October 11; the United Way Invitational Cross Count Track Meet to be held 	October 14 at Southside Park; and the TobyTylerCircus to be held at Southside Park on October 9 – 	11. Both Sandra Waters and Terry Abernethy shared positive evaluations of the circus. Terry had 	taken her grandchildren and she said they loved it.
	
	Concerning the activity at Jacob Fork Park on October 11, Sandra Waters and David Shugart agreed 	the considering several factors, the event was reasonably successful. Those factors were: this was 	the first time for Jacob Fork Activities the rain on the weekend and conflicts with several other 	events. Mr. Shugart suggested that more structure and organization regarding special events would 	be helpful in the future. He also suggested in addition to a big event like this was, there could be 	ongoing designated times around specific areas of the parks to educate, train, and to show how that 	area works, for example the Pump Track. This suggestion was received positively. There could also 	be a Beginner’s Ride; Individuals wanting more information on Activities may obtain the Activities 	Booklet/Report at the Newton Recreation Department
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	Train Depot Museum – Director reported that Jimmy Abernethy informed her that the Depot would 	be open with no admission fee on certain upcoming dates for the purpose of viewing the model 	trains and their operation. The dates are: October 17, November 7 and November 21; the time is	10am-2pm.

	Master Plan – RPQ Bids – The necessary process to receive bids to hire a consultant for the Master 	Plan, Newton Parks and Recreation Department has been completed; the RPQ’s are out. The 	amount allocated to pay the consultant is $30,000. A completed Master Plan is necessary before the 	Department can apply for grants. Director stated that she would bring a copy of the questionnaire 	for bids to the next meeting.
 	 
IV.	New Business

	Soccer/Tennis Program – Director reported to the Commission a new issue that has arisen. A 	citizen, Mr. Steve Garay, was invited to appear at the meeting tonight to explain his request and the 	sport. However, he did not appear. He and friends have been playing a game on the tennis court 	which involved the use of soccer balls. The game is called soccer/tennis. Some tennis players have 	reported their concern about the use of the courts for this purpose there have been some unpleasant 	verbal encounters between the two groups. The questions are should this new activity be allowed on 	the courts; which courts; and under what conditions and rules. Director solicited the member’s 	ideas. 	She also stated that she has offered to them to play on the courts at Broyhill Park. Some of 	the comments included: there is potential for the nets to be damaged; the height is different for each 	sport and the nets would need to be lowered and raised each time. The soccer balls could more 	readily go into the tennis courts and interrupt games. No vote was taken. The Commission will seek 	more information.

	Other Tennis News – Ms. Waters reported that it would cost $48,500 to resurface and seal the tennis 	courts at Jaycee Park. She also reported that tennis lessons are planned for Spring 2016. Regarding 	the rental of the courts currently by a tennis instructor for the purpose of instruction, David 	Shugart expressed his opinion that at least one tennis court should be left open at all times for 	use by the general public. There seemed to be a consensus among the other members for agreement 	with this position. The Director said she would inform the instructor.

V.	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned a 8:15pm by unanimous consent.

					
					__________________________________________________
					Frances Inscoe, Recreation Commission Secretary









Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting
December 15, 2015
