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 AGENDA 
CITY OF NEWTON  

NEWTON CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING 
September 6, 2016  

  7:00 p.m.   
   1. Call to Order – Mayor Anne P. Stedman  
      
   2. Opening – Council Member Tom Rowe 
 
   3. Approval of Minutes from the August 2, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 
   4. Consideration of Consent Agenda Items 
 

A. Tax Releases 
 

B. Sewer Adjustments 
 

C. Proclamation – Kiwanis Club of Newton 
 

D. Proclamation – Fire Prevention Week 
 

E. Consideration of Firefighter Relief Fund – Board of Trustees Report       
 

F. Consideration to Accept Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
 

G. Consideration to Accept Contributions for Police Department Explorer Program 
 

H. Consideration of to Adopt Budget Ordinance – Police Department  
 

I. Consideration of Commission/Committee Membership Appointment: 
   Bradley Saine – Business Advisory Committee 

 
    5. Comments from the Public: (PERSONS WANTING TO MAKE A PUBLIC COMMENT ON 

NON-AGENDA ITEMS ARE REQUESTED TO SIGN IN WITH THE CITY CLERK PRIOR TO 
THE MEETING): 

 
   6. Presentations 
 

A. Parks and Recreation Master Plan – Sara Burroughs with Sage Design 
 
   7. Public Hearing 
 

A. Consideration of Agreement – Temprano Techvestors 
 

B. Consideration of Rezoning Application #2016-03 – Accent Industries, Inc. 
 
   8. New Business 
 

A. Presentation – Business Advisory Committee Report – Jennifer Stiver, Chairperson 
 

B. Consideration of Stormwater Enterprise Fund  
 

C. Consideration of Golf Cart Ordinance 
 

                        9. City Manager’s Report 
 
  10. Questions and Comments From Mayor and Council 
 

A. Reports from Appointed Representatives on Outside Boards – Council Member Tom 
 Rowe 

 
  10. Closed Session to Consult with City Attorney-G.S.143-318-11(a)(5) 
 
              11. Adjournment 
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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE NEWTON CITY COUNCIL 

August 2, 2016 – 7 p.m. 
The regular meeting of the Newton City Council was held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at Newton 
City Hall. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Anne P. Stedman, Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver and Council Members Tom Rowe,  
 Wes Weaver, Jerry Hodge, and Jody Dixon 
 
ABSENT: Robert C. Abernethy, Jr. 
 
STAFF:  City Manager Todd Clark, City Clerk Amy S. Falowski, City Attorney John Cilley, City 

Department Heads and members of the management team 
 
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER  
 
Mayor Anne P. Stedman welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. 
 
ITEM 2: OPENING Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Council Member Wes Weaver provided the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
ITEM 3: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Upon motion duly made by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver, seconded by Council Member Jerry Hodge, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
   

That the Regular Minutes of the July 12, 2016 City Council meeting be –       
APPROVED 

 
ITEM 4: CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Jerry Hodge, seconded by Council Member Tom Rowe, it 
was RESOLVED: 
 

That the Consent Agenda be – APPROVED  
 

A. Tax Releases 
 

B. Sewer Adjustments 
 

C. Consideration of Budget Ordinance Amendment to Carry Forward 
Outstanding Purchase Orders at June 30, 2016 

 
D. Approval of Mowing Bids for Highway 16 

 
E. Authorization for Fireworks Display – Hickory American Legion Fair 

Association 
 
(Ordinances, Resolutions and Proclamations are hereby referenced and on file in the Office of the City 
Clerk) 
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ITEM 5: COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: PEOPLE WHO WISH TO COMMENT ON 
NON-AGENDA ITEMS ARE ASKED TO SIGN IN WITH THE CITY CLERK 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING. 

 
Mayor Anne P. Stedman asked if anyone present would like to make comment concerning non-agenda 
items.  No one appeared. 
 
ITEM 6: Public Hearing 
 

A. Special Use Permit – Bennett’s Funeral Home 
 
Mayor Stedman opened the Public Hearing. 
 
City Attorney John Cilley reminded everyone that this is a quasi-judicial hearing and everyone that 
wishes to speak during the public hearing must be sworn in.   
 
Assistant Planner Alex Fulbright stated that attached with this memo is a copy of an application filed by 
Robbie Bennett.  Mr. Bennett is seeking a Special Use Permit to allow him to locate a Funeral Parlor on 
NC Hwy 16.  The subject site is located on the eastside of NC Hwy 16 just south of NC Hwy 10.  The site 
comprises of two adjacent lots that are approximately 4 acres combined.  Mr. Fulbright stated the site is 
zoned R-20 and Funeral Parlors are permitted as a Class A Special Use within the R-20 District, with 
approval by the City Council. 
 
Mr. Fulbright stated that a Special Use is a use that would not be appropriate generally without special 
study throughout the zoning district, but which is controlled by the number or size of location or 
relationship to adjoining neighborhood and which would promote the public health, safety, and welfare.   
 
Mr. Fulbright stated the applicant is proposing to construct a 14,000 square foot main building and a 
4,800 office building.  The site is located outside the City Limits but within the ETJ.  The proposed 
facility would be served with city water and on-site septic system.  
 
Mr. Fulbright explained the zoning ordinance as it applies to Funeral Parlors as a special use in residential 
districts requires that the following standards be met: 
 

• Funeral parlors are permitted in residential districts that are zoned R-20 Single Family 
Residential.  The site which the applicant is applying for is zoned R-20.  

• The site shall have direct access to an arterial street as shown on the thoroughfare plan and 
the collector street plan.  The site fronts on NC 16 Hwy which is classified as an arterial street 
on the collector street plan. 

• All applicable state regulations governing Funeral establishments have been met.  The state 
regulation cannot be met until zoning approval has been granted. 

• Signage is subject to article VII of the Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to Churches and 
Civic Organizations.  Sign permits have not been applied for the proposed funeral parlor at this 
time.  If a special use permit is granted all sign would have to comply with article VII of the 
Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to Churches and Civic Organizations. 

Mr. Fulbright stated that the use would have to comply with all required city regulations and standards; 
unless greater or different regulations are recommended and approved.  Based on the site plan which is 
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considered conceptual in nature; building appearance, landscaping, parking, stormwater, soil erosion, 
buffers & screening, and signage would be reviewed and approved when construction plans are submitted 
in order to obtain permits to begin construction.   
 
Mr. Fulbright stated that in addition to City regulations, the site will have to comply with all applicable 
Federal, State, and County regulations.  Specifically, the proposed on-site septic system would have to be 
approved by the NC Board of Funeral Service and the State and County Environmental Health 
Departments. 

Mr. Fulbright stated that a public notice was published in the Observer News Enterprise on July 22 and 
July 29, 2016.  A notice was mailed to 24 property owners, including all owners of adjacent properties 
and those properties which fall within 100 feet of the adjacent tracts.  In addition to the published notices 
and mailings, signs were placed at the site and will remain in place until Council takes action on this item. 
Mr. Fulbright stated the Planning Department has received one written response to the special use 
application which is attached to this memo. 
 
Mr. Fulbright stated the Planning Commission unanimously recommends to the City Council approval of 
this special permit as presented with the condition that the exterior lighting is limited to full cut off 
fixtures to minimize light spill onto adjoining properties. Mr. Fulbright stated the recommendation is 
subject to the City of Newton City Council making the required findings as mentioned in the review.  
Also attached is a form entitled “Decisions on Special Use Permit, Newton City Council”; this should be 
resource in making a decision on the Special Use Permit. 
 
Mr. John Hass, property owner, stated that he is not opposed, but he is opposed to the process allowing it.  
He stated that if a funeral home is located in the R-20 district it is bad for property values.  He stated that 
city council needs to look at the next 3-5 years for the corridor from I-40 to Dale Earnhardt Chevrolet, 
and he hopes they think of something other than the R-20 designation because things have changed.    
 
Mayor Stedman asked if there was anyone else that would like to speak.  No one else appeared. 
 
Council Member Wes Weaver stated that he lives across the street from a funeral home with no problems. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Council Member Tom Rowe, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Public Hearing be – CLOSED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Jerry Hodge, seconded by Tom Rowe, it was unanimously 
RESOLVED: 
 
  That Finding Number One – The use will promote the public health, safety and general  
  welfare, if located where proposed and developed and operated according to the   
  application – be - APPROVED 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Tom Rowe, seconded by Council Member Jody Dixon, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Finding Number Two – The use, which is listed as a special use in the district in  
  which it is proposed to be located, complies with all required regulations and standards,  
  including the provisions of articles IV, V and VI of this chapter, unless greater or  
  different regulations are contained in the individual standards for that special use – be -  
  APPROVED 
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Upon motion duly made by Council Member Tom Rowe, seconded by Council Member Jody Dixon, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Finding Number Three – The use will maintain or enhance the value of contiguous  
  property, or that the use is a public necessity be – APPROVED 
 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Council Member Jerry Hodge, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Finding Number Four – The use in compliance with the general plans for the  
  physical development of the city as embodied in these regulations.  The board of   
  adjustment or the council, as appropriate, shall make these general findings based upon  
  substantial evidence contained in its proceedings.  It shall be the responsibility of the  
  applicant to present evidence in  the form of testimony, exhibits, documents, models,  
  plans and the like to support the application for approval of a special use – be –   
  APPROVED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Tom Rowe, seconded by Council Member Wes Weaver, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Special Use Permit – Bennett’s Funeral Home be – APPROVED. 
    

B. Economic Development Agreement – Peoples Bank 
 
Scott Millar, Catawba County Economic Development Corporation President stated that Peoples Bank 
proposes to equip and up-fit its headquarters facility located at 510 West C Street.  Mr. Millar stated that 
in an effort to accomplish this up-fit, Peoples Bank is seeking the assistance of the City of Newton to 
assist with an appropriation for the purpose of aiding and encouraging Peoples Bank in the proposed up-
fit to its headquarters facility in Newton. 
 
Mr. Millar stated that in order for the City of Newton to be able to authorize an appropriation such as that 
being requested by Peoples Bank, the applicant must demonstrate that there will be an actual investment 
in property located with or near its boundaries and that new jobs will be created as a result of the 
proposed investment.   
 
Mr. Millar explained that Peoples Bank proposes to invest not less than Three Million Five Hundred 
Thousand dollars ($3,500,000) in the location at 510 West C Street, Newton, NC, and to create a 
minimum of Twenty-Five (25) new jobs at the facility as well as maintain Seventy-Five (75) permanent 
jobs, with the improvements to be made and new jobs to be created between May 1, 2016, and December 
31, 2017. 
 
City Manager Todd Clark stated the proposed Economic Development Agreement between the City of 
Newton and Peoples Bank provides for the payment of Economic Development incentives for real and 
personal property investments and for job creation by the City of Newton to Peoples Bank in annual 
payments equal to fifty percent (50%) of the ad valorem taxes associated with the additional value as paid 
to the City for a five (5) year period, commencing with the taxes payable for the tax values January 1, 
2017, and January 1 of the succeeding four (4) years for investments made pursuant to the Economic 
Development Agreement under consideration.  Mr. Clark said that payments by the City shall be payable 
annually, beginning in 2018 and shall be payable through and including 2022. 
 
Mr. Clark explained that in no event will the payments by the City exceed Ten Thousand Eight Hundred 
Dollars ($10,800) per year, or the cumulative amounts of Fifty-Four Thousand Dollars ($54,000) as 
provided in said agreement. 
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Mr. Clark stated that the suggested action is for City Council to enter into said Economic Development 
Agreement with Peoples Bank. 
 
Council Member Jerry Hodge asked Mr. Millar to clarify “new job”.  Mr. Millar stated that the jobs 
would be all newly created and not transferred from other locations.  Mr. Hodge stated he was glad jobs 
weren’t just going to be transferred from West A Street.  Mr. Millar stated that was also incorporated in 
the county agreement.   
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
   That Public Hearing be – CLOSED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Jerry Hodge, seconded by Council Member Wes Weaver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
   That it be determined that entering into the Economic Development Agreement  
   with Peoples Bank as presented is a necessity for the expansion of the corporate  
   headquarters by Peoples Bank to go forward and that said agreement shall  
   increase the taxable value of real and personal property within the city, stimulate  
   the local economy and result in the creation of a substantial number of new jobs  
   in the City of Newton that pay at or above the median average wage in the city. 
    
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
   That the Economic Development Agreement between the City of Newton and  
   Peoples Bank be – APPROVED. 
 
ITEM 7: New Business 
 

A. Consideration of Paving Bids 
 
Public Works and Utilities Director Dusty Wentz stated the City’s 10-Year Capital Improvement Plan 
consisted of paving at six City of Newton facilities as approved by Council for Fiscal Year 2017:  Police 
Complex, 24 S. College Ave. Parking Lot, Wastewater Treatment Plant, Southside Community Building, 
Southside Park, and Central Cemetery with a total budget for all paving of $378,100.   
 
Mr. Wentz stated that five RFP’s were submitted to the following vendors:  Carolina Paving, Evans Bros., 
Maymead, Midstate, and J.T. Russell.  He stated that the City received a bid/response from four of the 
five vendors.  Midstate did not respond to the RFP.  Maymead provided a “No Bid” for each project.  
Evans Bros. provided a “No Bid” for the Police Complex and South College Parking Lot projects. All 
other bids are noted on the attached spreadsheet.   
 
Mr. Wentz stated the City has the option of awarding Contracts for these projects as a single contract or 
separate Contracts for each project.  
 
Bidders were requested to provide a base bid plus 10% contingency.  Bidders were also requested to 
provide the following bids in the event that a specific project did not meet certain specifications: 
 

• ABC Stone Sub-base - Bid per ton to remove existing asphalt and install an ABC stone base 
(minimum may vary by project) if existing stone base is less than specified for each respective 
project.   
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• Structural Backfill - In the event any area of the paving project has insufficient structural sub-
base, the bidder was requested to provide a bid per cubic yard to undercut and install structural 
backfill. 

• 2” of Binder Asphalt and 2” of S9.5B Asphalt – The bidder was requested to provide a bid per 
square yard to meet pavement thickness specifications. 

 
Mr. Wentz stated that staff recommends accepting the lowest bidder based on the base bid plus 
contingency for each project.  Staff also recommends awarding alternates to the vendor with the base bid 
award due to familiarity and continuity of the project which should prove to be seamless.  
 
Mr. Wentz stated the motions to approve are as follows: 
 

1. Award paving contract for Police Complex to J.T. Russell for $61,000 plus 10% contingency for 
a total of $67,100 and alternates if required. 

2. Award paving contract for South College Parking Lot to Carolina Paving for $61,085 plus 10% 
contingency for a total of $67,193.50 and alternates if required. 

3. Award paving contract for Wastewater Treatment Plant to J.T. Russell in the amount of $35,838 
for installation of 1,500 square yards and alternates if required. 

4. Award paving contract for Southside Community Building to Evans Bros. for $45,412 plus 10% 
contingency for a total of $49,954 and alternates if required. 

5. Award paving contract for Southside Park to J.T. Russell for $98,000 plus 10% contingency for a 
total of $107,800 and alternates if required.  

6. Award paving contract for Central Cemetery to J.T. Russell for $34,000 plus 10% contingency 
for a total of $37,400 and alternates if required.  

 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Award paving contract for Police Complex to J.T. Russell for $61,000 plus 10%  
  contingency for a total of $67,100 and alternates if required be – APPROVED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Award paving contract for South College Parking Lot to Carolina Paving for  
  $61,085 plus 10% contingency for a total of $67,193.50 and alternates if required be –  
  APPROVED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Award paving contract for Wastewater Treatment Plant to J.T. Russell in the  
  amount of $35,838 for installation of 1,500 square yards and alternates if required be –  
  APPROVED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Tom Rowe, seconded by Council Member Jerry Hodge it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Award paving contract for Southside Community Building to Evans Bros. for  
  $45,412 plus 10% contingency for a total of $49,954 and alternates if required be –  
  APPROVED. 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Jerry Hodge, seconded by Council Member Jody Dixon it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
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  That Award paving contract for Southside Park to J.T. Russell for $98,000 plus 10%  
  contingency for a total of $107,800 and alternates if required be – APPROVED. 

 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Jerry Hodge, seconded by Council Member Jody Dixon it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
 
  That Award paving contract for Central Cemetery to J.T. Russell for $34,000 plus 10%  
  contingency for a total of $37,400 and alternates if required be – APPROVED. 
 
(Ordinances, Resolutions and Proclamations are hereby referenced and on file in the Office of the City 
Clerk) 

B. Presentation – Golf Cart Ordinance 
 
Police Chief Don Brown gave a brief presentation concerning a Golf Cart Ordinance.  Chief Brown asked 
for direction from City Council about the future of an ordinance for the use of golf carts downtown.   
 
Council Member Wes Weaver asked Chief Brown to work on an ordinance and bring it back to city 
council.    Council Member Jody Dixon thanked Chief Brown for his work on this project.   
 

 ITEM 8: City Manager’s Report 
 

 Meetings & Events 
 

• August 4th – Meeting with Patrick McHenry followed by Flag Presentation in honor of 
Captain Bradley Long, 9:00 a.m., Fire Headquarters 

• August 11-13th – ElectriCities Annual Conference, Concord 
• August 25th – Mayors/Chairmen/Managers Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Cedar Rock Country 

Club, Lenoir 
• August 30th  – Electric Cost of Service Study Informational Meeting, 5:30 p.m., City Hall 

Upstairs Conference Room 
• August 31st – Community Engagement Breakfast, 8:00 a.m., Abernethy Laurels 
• October 1st – Folk Art Festival 
• October 19th – BAC Annual Meeting 

 
» The BAC is accepting nominations for the 2016 Economic Development Award and the 2016 
Economic Development Professional of the Year Award, both of which will be awarded at the BAC’s 
annual meeting on Oct. 19. Nomination forms are available at www.newtonnc.gov/businessaward.pdf. 
» The Appearance Commission is accepting applications for the Paint the Town Red, White and Blue 
contest through Aug. 10. Citizens and businesses are welcome to enter. Judging will be Aug. 12-13. Entry 
forms are at www.newtonnc.gov/paintthetown.pdf. 
 
*Reminder – There is only one Regular City Council Meeting scheduled for the month of August 
 
*Written Report of Updates has been provided by the Planning Director 
 
*The RFP for Marketing and Branding has been advertised 
 
*The RFP for Site Grading at Danner Industrial Park has been advertised 
 
*Water and Sewer Rate Study Report from Dennie Martin of Martin-McGill Associates will be 
made at the September 6th meeting 
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*Parks and Recreation Master Plan – A report is expected to be made by the city’s consultant at 
the September 6th meeting 
 
*Pedestrian Planning Grant – City Staff released a request for proposals and we have received 4 
responses from different firms.  City Staff will be making a selection in the month of August.  The 
study will take approximately 6-9 months to complete. 
 
*Streetscape Demonstration Project – City Staff applied for and received a smart communities 
grant from ElectriCities to complete a streetscape demonstration project.  The schedule for the 
demonstration project is tentatively set for mid-October.   

 
ITEM 9: Questions and Comments from Mayor and Council 
 
Mayor Anne P. Stedman asked if any Council Members would like to make any comments.  There were 
none.    
 
Council Member Tom Rowe gave a report on the Newton Depot Authority. 
 
ITEM 10: Closed Session to Consult with the City Attorney – G.S. 143-318-11(a)(4)  
 
 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver, it 
was unanimously RESOLVED:  
 

That the City Council enter CLOSED SESSION per G.S. 143-318-11(a)(4)  
 
Council Member Wes Weaver made the motion to go back into open session, which was seconded by  
Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver.  All Ayes. 
 
ITEM 11: Adjournment  

 
Upon motion duly made by Council Member Wes Weaver, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem John Stiver , it 
was unanimously RESOLVED: 
   

That the Meeting be – ADJORNED  
 

 
 

          ________________________________ 
          Anne P. Stedman, Mayor  
_________________________________ 
         Amy S. Falowski, City Clerk 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
Inter-office Correspondence 

 
 
TO: E. Todd Clark, City Manager    DATE: August 16, 2016  
 
RE: Tax Releases – July 2016         
 
FROM: Serina T. Hinson, Finance Director       
 
 
The following tax releases have been received from the Catawba County Tax Collector.  
The reason for each release is annotated beside the name. 
 

Tax Year Tax Release 
Number 

Name Reason Amount of 
Release 

2016 1 Braunsteiner, 
Aaron J. 

Ownership 
change 

$714.42 
 

2016 2 Calvary 
Fellowship of 
Huntersville, 

Inc. 

Exempt 
property 

$82.62 

2016 3 Calvary 
Fellowship of 
Huntersville, 

Inc. 

Exempt 
property 

$1,946.70 

2016 4 Calvary 
Fellowship of 
Huntersville, 

Inc. 

Exempt 
property 

$85.32 

2016 5 Calvary 
Fellowship of 
Huntersville, 

Inc. 

Exempt 
property 

$645.84 

2016 6 Carolina Farm 
Credit, ACA 

Situs error $660.86 

2016 7 Carrols, LLC 
#713 

Assessed 
penalty in error 

$347.88 

 
 

2016 8 Catawba Valley 
Hmong Baptist 

Church 

Exempt 
property 

$936.36 

2016 9 Catawba Valley 
Hmong Baptist 

Church 

Exempt 
property 

$429.30 

2016 10 Coulter, Trina Ownership $232.98 
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L change 
2016 11 Daimler Trucks 

North America 
LLC 

Assessed 
penalty in error 

$628.15 

2016 12 Holland 
Trucking, Inc. 

Over 
assessment 

$234.25 

2015 13 Huffman, Jerry 
A 

Small 
underpayment 

$0.15 

2016 14 Lackey, Mary 
Helen 

Value 
adjustment  

$0.54 

2016 15 Lee, Bettie H. Ownership 
change 

$310.50 

2016 16 Loftin, Geneva 
P 

Ownership 
change 

$165.75 

2016 17 Midstate 
Contractors, 

Inc. 

Assessed 
penalty in error 

$307.37 

2016 18 Newton Depot 
Authority 

Exempt 
property 

$281.34 

2016 19 Newton Depot 
Authority 

Exempt 
property 

$398.52 

2016 20 Newton Depot 
Authority 

Exempt 
property 

$416.88 

2015 21 Ramseur, 
Requal 

Small 
underpayment 

$0.41 

2015 22 Rhinehardt, 
Mary L 

Small 
underpayment 

$0.35 

2016 23 Robinson 
Earline G 

Ownership 
change 

$169.07 

2016 24 Shuford, Emma 
E 

Ownership 
change 

$290.60 

2016 25 US National 
Bank 

Association 

Ownership 
change 

$210.25 

2016 26 White, Allene 
C 

Ownership 
change 

$194.62 

2016 27 Yount, David A Value 
adjustment 

$6.16 

 
2016 28 Reinhardt, 

Clarence J 
Assessed 

penalty in error 
$0.81 

 
 
Should you have any questions or need clarification, please notify.  Releases are 
submitted as required by NCGS § 105-381(b). 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
 

Sewer Adjustments 
 
 
 
TO:  E. Todd Clark, City Manager     DATE:  August 31, 2016 
RE: Sewer Adjustments –  September 6, 2016        
 
FROM: Serina Hinson, Finance Director        
 
 
The following sewer adjustment is recommended for approval.  The adjustment is 
recommended as a result of a water leak at the service address or a pool fill up. 
 

Account 
Number 

Name Service Address Adjustment 
Period 

Amount of 
Adjustment 

11000580-011 Alman Furniture 118 E 1st St July $372.77 
64000360-004 Anna Barber 1014 S Caldwell Ave April - June $313.37 
35000440-002 Robert Barnes 237 W 20 1/2 St July (Pool) $  97.68 
34000220-002 Phyllis Fulghum 1327 N Main Ave May - July $381.05 
30000200-001 Elizabeth Williams 600 W 12th St June $  26.66 
 
Backup documentation to support each adjustment is on file in the Finance Department. 
Should you have questions or require further clarification, please notify. 
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PROCLAMATION  
Recognizing the Kiwanis Club of Newton on its  

Ninety-fifth Anniversary 
 

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2016, the Kiwanis Club of Newton celebrated its ninety-fifth anniversary of service to 
the community and children; and   

WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton currently sponsors key clubs at Newton-Conover High School and 
Bandys High School; and 

WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton also sponsors the Terrific Kids programs at South Newton Elementary, 
Shuford Elementary, North Newton Elementary, Conover School and Tuttle Elementary School; and 

WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton gives primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material 
values of life; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton encourages the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human 
relationships; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton promotes the adoption and the application of higher social, business 
and professional standards; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton develops, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive and 
serviceable citizenship; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton provides a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render 
altruistic service and to build better communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Kiwanis Club of Newton cooperates in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and 
high idealism which make possible the increase of righteousness, justice, patriotism and goodwill; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Anne P. Stedman, Mayor of the City of Newton, do hereby 
proclaim August 12, 2016, as the ninety-fifth anniversary of the Kiwanis Club of Newton, and I urge all people of 
Newton to attend and become a part of Kiwanis Club every second and fourth Thursday at the Newton Depot at 
12 p.m. 
 
 
This 6th day of September, 2016 
 
       ______________________________ 
                Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 
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PROCLAMATION  
DESIGNATING THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 9-15, 2016 AS  
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IN THE CITY of NEWTON  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newton is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in and visiting 
our city; and 

WHEREAS, fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are where people are at 
greatest risk to fire; and 

WHEREAS, nearly 3,000 people die each year as a result of home fires; and 

WHEREAS, roughly two-thirds of home fire deaths resulted from home fires in which no smoke alarms or no 
working smoke alarms were present; and 
 
WHEREAS, working smoke alarms cut the chance of dying in a reported fire in half; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Fire Protection Association recommends at least one smoke alarm on every level of the 
home (including the basement) outside all sleeping areas, and in all bedrooms; and 
 
WHEREAS, informing the public about the importance of smoke alarm installation and maintenance serves as an 
essential step toward increasing the public’s safety from home fires; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Newton’s Fire Department is dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and 
home fire deaths and injuries through prevention and proper education; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Newton’s residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take 
personal responsibility to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Fire Prevention Week 2016, October 9-15 theme, “Don’t Wait Check the Date” actively works to 
motivate the City of Newton’s residents to make sure they have working smoke alarms in their homes and test 
them monthly; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Anne P. Stedman, Mayor of the City of Newton, do hereby 
proclaim October 9-15, 2016 as Fire Prevention Week throughout this City, and I urge all people of Newton to 
protect their homes and families by heeding the potentially life-saving messages of Fire Prevention Week 2016, 
and to support the many activities and efforts of the City of Newton’s fire and emergency services. 
 
 
This 6th day of September, 2016 
 
       ______________________________ 
                Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

 
DATE:  August 31, 2016 
 
TO:  Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Kevin Yoder, Fire Chief  
 
CONSIDERATION OF: Approval of the 2016 “Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees Report” 
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

 ________________________ 
1. The Newton Fire Department is eligible to receive funds to support a local Firefighter’s Relief 

Fund.  This Relief Fund is primarily for the assistance of Firemen that are injured in the line of 
duty.  

2. The Relief Fund is funded through a percentage of all fire insurance sold within the Fire District. 
3. The Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board consists of five members. Two members are elected by the 

Fire Department, two members are appointed by the City Council, and one member is appointed 
by the Insurance Commissioner, at the recommendation of the Fire Chief. The two members 
appointed by the City Council are Wayne Dellinger and Tom Warlick. 

4. One of the criteria that must be met to receive the Relief Funds from the State of North Carolina, 
is to submit the “Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees Report”, formerly known as the 
“Report of Fire Conditions”, by October 31st of each year.  The name of the report was changed 
last year to better reflect the information being reported. 

5. The “Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees Report” is a list of the members of the Newton 
Fire Department Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board. 

6. The Relief Fund Board governs the distribution of funds from both the Firemen’s Relief Fund and 
the Newton Fire Department Supplemental Retirement Fund. 

7. Attached is a copy of the 2015 “Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees Report”. Staff is 
recommending the board members remain unchanged. 

 
Action Suggested: 
Approve the “Firefighter’s Relief Fund Board of Trustees Report” for the year 2016. 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

 
DATE:  August 31, 2016 
 
TO:  Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Kevin Yoder, Fire Chief  
 
CONSIDERATION OF: Acceptance of the 2015 Assistance to Firefighters Grant for the purchase of 
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (Air Packs). 
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

 ________________________ 
 
1. The City of Newton Fire Department recently applied for the “2015 Assistance to Firefighters 

Grant” through the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
2. This grant is for the purchase of 45 new Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA). 
3.  This equipment is the primary air source for firefighters that enter burning buildings and other 

toxic atmospheres. 
4. The grant application also included two other types of equipment. The first type of equipment 

enables a rescue team of firefighters known as a RIT Team (Rapid Intervention Team) to rescue 
downed firefighters that have depleted their air supply. This equipment recharges the air pack of 
the downed firefighter and enables their rescue. The second type of equipment assists in locating 
downed or disoriented firefighters and is known as a Pack Tracker. 

5. The Fire Department has recently been notified by FEMA that the Grant application has been 
approved with a decrease in the amount of federal funding. The additional equipment was not 
funded by the grant. 

6. This project is included in the Adopted Capital Improvement Plan.  
7. The necessary funds to purchase this equipment will total $304,270.00 
8. The Federal portion of the Grant will total $253,637.00. 
9. The City of Newton’s portion of the project will be $50,633.00, which consists of a Grant match 

of $25,363.00 and funding of the additional equipment not funded by FEMA at a cost of 
$25,270.00 as outlined in paragraph four. 

 

Action Suggested: 
Accept the 2015 Assistance to Firefighters Grant and associated budget ordinance amendment. 
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ORDINANCE # 2016-18 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 FOR THE CITY OF NEWTON. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newton have adopted a Budget Ordinance for fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2017, in accordance with the General Statutes of the State of 

North Carolina; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council would like to recognize a grant award for the 2015 Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant (AFG) issued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) in the amount of $253,637 with a 10% match of $25,363 for a total of 

$279,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, there was additional equipment which was included as part of the grant application which 

was not funded by the grant in the amount of $25,270 for equipment which enables a rescue team of 

firefighters to rescue downed firefighters that have depleted their air supply and equipment known as a Pac 

Tracker which will assist in located downed or disoriented firefighters.   

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to recognize the grant award of $253,637, fund balance 

appropriation for the match and additional equipment, and to authorize the related expenditure 

appropriation; and 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON, 

NORTH CAROLINA, THAT: 

 

THE FOLLOWING SOURCE OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION ARE HEREBY APPROVED.  

 

General Fund Revenues 

     Federal Grants    11-0000.3400   $253,650 

     Fund Balance Appropriated   11-0000.3990   $  50,650 

           

General Fund Appropriations 

     Other Equipment    11-4340.8500   $304,300 

 

 

 

Adopted this 6th day of September, 2016. 

             

Attest:        Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 

 

 

 

     

Amy S. Falowski, City Clerk  

     

17



CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
DATE:  August 30, 2016 
 
TO:  E. Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Donald G. Brown II, Chief of Police 
 
CONSIDERATION OF:  Adopt Budget Ordinance to recognize revenue and authorize expenditure 
appropriation within the Police Department Budget.  
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

______________________________ 
Background:  
 
In the summer of 2015 Officer Caleb Costner expressed interest in beginning a Police Explorer program 
for the City of Newton Police Department.  The police department has been without an Explorer program 
since the mid 1990’s.  The previous Newton Police Department Explorer program developed several 
individuals throughout the 1990’s who today have successful careers in local and state law enforcement.  
The Police Explorer program is designed to provide dedicated training and other activities to young 
people involved in the Law Enforcement Exploring. Participation is open to all candidates between the 
ages of 14-20. 
 
Officer Costner spent the summer and winter months of 2015 gathering information and gauging support 
from interested participants.  As word spread teenagers became interested in the program and registered 
for the first class which was held on January 5, 2016.  The participants meet twice a month on Tuesday 
evenings at the Newton Police Complex where they are taught about law enforcement and related issues 
and receive training from Newton officers.   
 
As a result of Officer Costner’s hard work and dedication to this program, local resident and Catawba 
County Commissioner Sherry Butler donated $200.00 which was reflected in the FY 2016 budget year.  
We are requesting this amount along with an additional $577.94 of unspent funds from FY 2016 be 
moved forward to FY 2017.   
 
In August of this year residents Ben and Debbie Huss donated $200.00 and two local businesses also 
donated money, Jim’s Wrecker Service $250.00 and Huss Bail Bonds $200.00 in FY 2017 to be used 
specifically for supporting the Newton Police Explorer program.  These funds will be used to purchase 
uniforms and other equipment used by the Explorers for training, community service projects and 
possible statewide competitions.   
 
Summary: 
 
There is a total of $777.94 in Explorer funds from FY 2016 that is being requesting to move forward to 
FY 2017.  In addition, in August of 2016 the police received $200.00 from Ben and Debbie Huss, 
$200.00 from Huss Bail Bonds and $250.00 from Jim’s Wrecker Service to be used in support of the 
Newton Police Department Explorer program. 
 
Requested Action: 
 
Motion to adopt the attached budget ordinance to recognize revenue and authorize the expenditure 
appropriation in the Police Department operating budget. 
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ORDINANCE # 2016-19 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 FOR THE CITY OF NEWTON. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newton have adopted a Budget Ordinance for fiscal 

year beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2017, in accordance with the General Statutes of 

the State of North Carolina; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to recognize contributions for the Police Explorer Program. 

The Police Explorer Program is designed to provide dedicated training and other activities to 

young people involved in the Law Enforcement Exploring.  Participation is open to all candidates 

between the ages of fourteen and twenty.  Local residents and businesses have donated funds to 

support this effort:  Sherry Butler donated $200 which was received and reflected in Fiscal Year 

2016.  In addition, Ben and Debbie Huss donated $200, Jim’s Wrecker Service donated $250, and 

Huss Bail Bonds donated $200, all of which were received in Fiscal Year 2017.  In addition to 

those contributions noted, $850 in contributions was previously recognized by Council in Fiscal 

Year 2016 for total contributions to date of $1,700.  These funds were donated to be used 

specifically for supporting the Newton Police Explorer Program.  These funds will be utilized to 

purchase uniforms and other equipment used by the Explorers for training, community service 

projects and possible statewide competitions; and 

 

WHEREAS, unspent funds of $777.94 from the Fiscal Year 2016 Explorer Program will be 

carried forward for budget appropriation in Fiscal Year 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to recognize the contributions and authorize the related 

expenditure appropriation within the Police Department’s respective operating budget. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

NEWTON, NORTH CAROLINA, THAT: 

 

THE FOLLOWING SOURCE OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION ARE HEREBY 

APPROVED.  

 

 

General Fund Revenues 

     Special Project Contributions/Other Grants 11-0000.3845   $  650 

      Fund Balance Appropriated   11-0000.3990   $  800 

 

 

General Fund Appropriations 

     Miscellaneous    11-4310.7990   $1,450 
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Adopted this 6th day of September, 2016. 

 

             

       Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 

Attest:  

 

     

Amy S. Falowski, City Clerk 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 
DATE:  September 1, 2016 
 
TO:  E. Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Donald G. Brown II, Chief of Police 
 
CONSIDERATION OF:  Adopt Budget Ordinance amendment to utilize unspent grant revenue 
and authorize expenditure appropriation within the police department budget.  
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

______________________________ 
 
Background:  
 
In November of 2015 the Newton Police Department was notified of an opportunity to apply for 
a Strengthening Local Communities grant from the Walmart Foundation. The grants are 
available to local government Fire/Police/EMS.  “The primary consideration for the Community 
Grant program is to support local organizations with programs that align with Walmart and the 
Foundation’s areas of giving.”  During this grant cycle the police department applied for funding 
and was awarded a $1000 grant in February of 2016. 
 
Grant funds will be used to implement a special needs registry for citizens and to purchase the 
needed material for the program.  However, the funds were not spent in the 2016 budget because 
of technical constraints.  Those issues have now been resolved but the grant funds were not 
moved forward to the 2017 budget for the police department.  
 
Summary: 
 
The Police Department received $1000 in the form of a Walmart Foundation Strengthening 
Local Communities grant.  The police department will use their grant for special needs supplies.  
This program will enhance the quality of life for Newton residents. 
 
Requested Action: 
 
Motion to adopt the attached budget ordinance amendment to utilize unspent grant revenue from 
FY 2016 and authorize the expenditure appropriation in the 2017 police operating budget. 
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ORDINANCE # 2016-20 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR  

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 FOR THE CITY OF NEWTON. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newton have adopted a Budget Ordinance for fiscal 

year beginning July 1, 2016, and ending June 30, 2017, in accordance with the General Statutes of 

the State of North Carolina; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has authorized a Strengthening Local Communities Grant from the 

Walmart Foundation in the amount of $1,000 each for the Police Department on February 2, 2016. 

 The primary consideration for the Community Grant Program is to support local organizations 

with programs that align with Walmart and the Foundation’s area of giving; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Police Department will use the funds to implement a special needs registry for 

citizens and to purchase the necessary material.  The funds were not spent in Fiscal Year 2016 due 

to technical constraints.  Those constraints have now been resolved; therefore, the unspent funds 

will be appropriated in the Fiscal Year 2017 budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to utilize fund balance resulting from unspent grant funds 

and authorize the related expenditure appropriation within the Police operating budget. 

  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

NEWTON, NORTH CAROLINA, THAT: 

 

THE FOLLOWING SOURCE OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION ARE HEREBY 

APPROVED.  

 

 

General Fund Revenues 

     Fund Balance Appropriated   11-0000.3990   $1,000 

 

 

General Fund Appropriations 

     Law Enforcement Supplies   11-4310.5640   $1,000 

      

 

 

Adopted this 6th day of September, 2016. 

 

             

       Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 

Attest:  

 

     

Amy S. Falowski, City Clerk 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 
DATE:  September 6, 2016 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 
 
CONSIDERATION OF:  Appointment to Boards and Commissions 
 
Members of City Council, I would like to recommend the following appointment: 
 
Bradley Saine – Business Advisory Committee 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

 
 
DATE:  September 2, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor Anne Stedman and Newton City Council 
 
FROM:  Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
CONSIDERATION OF: Local Economic Development Incentive for Temprano Techvestors 
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

 ________________________ 
Background: 
 
Mr. Luke Walling proposes to utilize a vacant building located at 2015 Northwest Boulevard for a new 
business startup called Temprano Techvestors, Inc.  As part of this new business startup, Mr. Walling 
intends to create 21 new full time jobs with an average weekly wage of $51,906.  Furthermore, he intends 
to invest $507,500 to renovate the building at this address. 
 
In accordance with the City’s Commercial and Small Business Economic Development Incentives Policy, 
the City Council may award a grant for qualifying projects for a period of up to five (5) years based on 
the amount of new capital investment.  The amount of the grant is calculated based upon the actual net 
increase in taxable property value and the corresponding additional tax revenue collected by the City of 
Newton as a result of the project.  A minimum real property investment of $50,000 is required and there 
must be a commitment to job creation.  A copy of the policy is provided with this Request for Council 
Action for City Council’s review. 
 
The City has worked with Mr. Walling for several months to secure funding for building renovations 
through the State of North Carolina Department of Commerce, Building Reuse Grant program.  At this 
time, Mr. Walling is seeking a grant through the City’s Commercial and Small Business Economic 
Development Incentive Program to further assist in the cost of building renovations and job creation in 
Newton. 
 
A total grant of $10,962 may be awarded over a five year period based on the proposed new investment in 
real property and the number of new full time jobs created as outlined and calculated in the City’s Policy.  
The city staff has also worked with the City Attorney to prepare an Economic Development Agreement 
between the City of Newton and Temprano Techvestors, Inc.  A copy of the agreement has been attached 
to this Request for Council Action for review and consideration. 
 
Action Suggested: 
 
The staff recommends awarding a grant to Temprano Techvestors, Inc. in accordance with the City of 
Newton’s Commercial and Small Business Economic Development Incentives Policy and authorizing the 
Mayor of the City of Newton to execute the attached Economic Development Agreement with Temprano 
Techvestors, Inc.  
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 
DATE:  August 31, 2016 
 
TO:  E. Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Alex Fulbright, Assistant Planning Director 
 
CONSIDERATION OF:  Rezoning 2016-03 – filed by Accent Industries, Inc.  
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

______________________________ 
 

Request:  
 
Melissa Sigmon on behalf of Accent Industries, Inc. is requesting that the property located at 230 
Ann Avenue, containing 1.73 acres be rezoned from an existing EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing 
District to M-1 General Manufacturing District.  The proposed rezoning if approved will permit 
commercial uses and product assembly. The subject adjacent site is also known as Catawba 
County Pin # 3741-19-50-5341 and is located in the southwestern quadrant of the intersection of 
Burris Road and Ann Avenue.  Accent Industries is the owner of the site. 
 
Background: 

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use:   
 
 
  ZONING LANDUSE 

Subject EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing Auto repair and wholesale auto sales 
North EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing Warehousing and Distribution 
South EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing Vacant and Manufacturing 
East R-9 Multifamily Residential Residential 
West EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing Manufacturing 

 
Zoning History: 
 
The area under consideration has been zoned EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing since the adoption 
of the City’s 1966 Zoning Map.  At that time the site was in the City’s Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction.  The property was annexed into the City in the late 80’s as part of the Eastside 
annexation.  There have not been any zoning map amendments to the subject site or adjoining 
properties. 
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The property was historically used for manufacturing use.  Currently, the site is being 
used by Performance Auto Exchange.  Performance Auto Exchange is using the 35,000 
square foot building for vehicle repair, wholesale vehicle sales, and vehicle storage with 
major vehicle repair being the primary use of the site.   This use is not permitted in the 
Exclusive Manufacturing district and no certificate of occupancy was applied for or was 
issued.  If the rezoning request is approved the tenant of the building intends to continue 
operating his business at that location as he has since 2015. 
 
Transportation: 
 
The site has frontage along Ann Avenue, which is classified as a local access streets; and Burris 
Road which is classified as Collector Street. There are no planned improvements to either street. 
 
Utilities: 
 
City water and sewer are provided to the subject site.  The site obtains power through Duke 
Energy. 

 
Consistency and Conclusion: 
 
The proposed request is consistent with the 2005 Eastside Area Plan’s Future Land Use. The 
plan shows the area as industrial but it does not differentiate between M-1 and EM-1. 
 
Public Notice: 
 
Public notice for this rezoning case has been performed as follows: 
 

Newspaper:  published on August 26 and September 2, 2016. 
Posted on-site: posted July 14, 2016 
Mailed notices: sent notice to the owner of the site, owners of adjacent property, and the 
owners of property within 100 feet of the property adjacent to the subject site.  27 letters 
were sent on August 25, 2016 

 
Recommendation: 
 
It is the Newton Planning Commission’s recommendation that the Newton City Council approve 
the request as submitted as it was found to be consistent with the Eastside Area Plan that was 
adopted by City Council in 2005. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The Newton City Council will hold a Public Hearing beginning at 
7:00 p.m. on September 6, 2016 in the Council Chambers at 
Newton City Hall, 401 North Main Avenue, on the following 
matter: 
 
Rezoning Application #2016-03 filed by Accent Industries, Inc.  
The Applicant is seeking to rezone the properties located 230 Ann 
Avenue from an EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing District to a M-1 
General Manufacturing District.  The property requested to be 
rezoned is 1.73 acres and are identified as Catawba County Parcel 
ID# 3741-19-50-5341. 
 
The file for this Application is available for viewing between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday in the 
Planning Department, City Hall. 
 
All interested persons are urged to attend and provide comment. 
 
Alex S. Fulbright 
Assistant Planning Director 
 
The City of Newton does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the provision of its services as 
charged by the Newton City Council.  All meetings are held in accessible facilities.  Any person with a 
disability needing special accommodations should contact the City of Newton ADA Coordinator at 
least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. 
 
 
Publish: August 26 and September 2, 2016 
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Hydrology

Structures

SAP Boundary

Parcels
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ORDINANCE _________ 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING OFFICIAL ZONING ATLAS 
(Accent Industries, Inc.) 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Newton City Council, at a scheduled public hearing on 

September 6, 2016 reviewed a request from Melissa Sigmon on behalf of Accent Industries, Inc. 
for rezoning of property from an EM-1 Exclusive Manufacturing Zoning Classification to M-1 
General Manufacturing Zoning Classification; and 
 

WHEREAS, the public hearing was duly held as scheduled, advertised, and posted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Newton Planning Commission and the City of Newton City 

Council found the request to be consistent with the current land use plan for the area: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF NEWTON CITY 
COUNCIL: 
 
Section 1: The Property is a 1.73 acre parcel located at 230 Ann Avenue, also known as 
Catawba County Pin #3741-19-50-5341. 
 
Section 2:  The Zoning Atlas and records of the City are hereby amended to show the foregoing 
changes and amendments. 

 
Section 3:  This ordinance shall become effective from and after its adoption. 
 

Adopted this 6th day of September, 2016. 
 

 
       

Anne P. Stedman, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 

Amy Falowski, City Clerk    (SEAL) 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

 
 
DATE:  September 2, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor Anne Stedman and Newton City Council 
 
FROM:  Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
CONSIDERATION OF: Creation of a Storm Water Enterprise  
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

 ________________________ 
Background: 
 
The City of Newton and other municipalities across the country have been responsible for the 
maintenance and control of storm water control systems for many years.   In accordance with the Federal 
Clean Water Act of 1972 and subsequent amendments, the City of Newton was required to comply with a 
state issued Storm Water Permit that was first issued in 2005.  The provisions set forth in the issued 
permit are intended to protect water quality, ensure the public health, and safeguard the natural 
environment from harmful pollutants.   
 
In order to comply with the mandates of the Clean Water Act, the City of Newton expends approximately 
$425,000 each year for compliance purposes.  Approximately $225,000 of this cost is expensed through 
the Powell Bill and $200,000 through the General Fund.  Unfortunately, neither the Federal Government 
nor the State of North Carolina has provided any form of revenue to support the program.  In fact, the 
City has been forced to absorb the full cost of the program using funds that were previously used to 
support other service delivery areas. 
 
In response to the rising cost of compliance, the city staff reported to City Council that some jurisdictions 
are turning to the creation of storm water enterprises to help fund the cost of this federally mandated 
program.  Additionally, the staff sought approval from the Council to appropriate $100,000 in the FY 
2017 budget to fund engineering studies leading to the creation of a storm water enterprise.  In response, 
the Council authorized $100,000 in the FY 2017 budget but with the caveat that City Council take up the 
idea for further discussion before final authorization was granted.  Consequently, a workshop was held on 
August 2, 2016, at which time the staff provided a report to City Council.  At the conclusion of the 
workshop, members of City Council asked for the matter to be placed on an upcoming City Council 
agenda for consideration.   
 
Action Suggested: 
 
The staff respectfully asks for direction from City Council concerning the procurement of engineering 
services leading to the creation of a storm water enterprise that includes a public fee structure designed to 
recover costs associated with the implementation of permits issued pursuant to mandates from the state 
and federal government. 
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CITY OF NEWTON 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 
DATE:  August 30, 2016 
 
TO:  E. Todd Clark, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Donald G. Brown II, Chief of Police 
 
CONSIDERATION OF:   Adopt changes to the Code of Ordinances to add, Chapter 54 – 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic:  Article VIII – Golf Carts.    
 

Approved for Council Consideration 
 

______________________________ 
 
Background:   
 
On August 2, 2016, City Council was presented a power point presentation concerning the use of 
golf carts on city streets.  Council was advised that current state statute allows municipalities to 
create their own ordinance to address the operation of golf carts on local streets and roadways 
with certain restrictions such as age of the operator begin a minimum of 16 and operation on 
streets with a speed limit of 35 MPH or less.  Council then gave direction to Chief Brown 
seeking the creation of a golf cart ordinance for the City of Newton.     
 
Summary:   
 
Based upon review of other municipal golf cart ordinances from across the state, staff has created 
an ordinance that addresses both compliance and operation.  The recommended golf cart 
ordinance also contains language to address registration and inspection of each golf cart.  The 
recommended initial registration fee is $50.00 to include a safety inspection and issuance of a 
registration plate.  Annual registration renewal will be $20.00 for inspection and registration 
plate.  The new ordinance will bring the city in line with other municipalities in our area and 
across the state in addressing the safe use of golf carts on local streets and roadways. 
 
Requested Action:   
 
Motion to approve and adopt new ordinance Chapter 54 – Motor Vehicles and Traffic: Article 
VIII – Golf Carts.    
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CITY OF NEWTON 
NORTH CAROLINA 

GOLF CART 
ANNUAL INSPECTION 

JANUARY 2017 
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ANNUAL INSPECTION 

FEBRUARY 2017 
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ANNUAL INSPECTION 

MARCH 2017 
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ARTICLE VIII. - GOLF CARTS 

 

Sec. 54-270. - Purpose, disclaimer, and assumption of risk. 

(a) The purpose of this article is to provide a means of travel that is convenient, cost-effective, and 
energy efficient. In order to promote the safety of drivers, passengers, and the general public in 
the City of Newton, the operation of golf carts must comply with applicable state laws and City 
of Newton regulations pertaining to the operation of traditional motor vehicles, and must also 
comply with the specific provisions included in this article. 
 

(b) Golf carts are not designed for nor manufactured to be used on public streets and the City of 
Newton neither advocates nor endorses the golf cart as a safe means of travel on public streets. 
The City of Newton shall in no way be liable for accidents, injuries, or deaths involving or 
resulting from the operation of a golf cart. 
 

(c) Any person who owns, operates, or rides on a golf cart on a public street within the City of 
Newton does so at his or her own risk and peril and assumes all liability resulting from the 
operation of the golf cart. 
 

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 20-50 and G.S. 20-54, a city may, by ordinance, regulate 
the operation of golf carts, as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(12a), on any public street, road, or 
highway where the speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less within its municipal limits or on any 
property owned or leased by the city. 
 

(e) By ordinance, a city may require the registration of golf carts, charge a fee for the registration, 
specify who is authorized to operate golf carts, and specify the required equipment, load limits, 
and the hours and methods of operation of golf carts. No person less than 16 years of age may 
operate a golf cart on a public street, road, or highway." 

(NCGS § 160A-300.6) 

Sec. 54-271. - Golf cart, golf cart operator defined. 

(a) A golf cart is a vehicle designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting or 
recreational purposes and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of twenty (20) mph. A golf 
cart operator refers to the individual driving or in physical control of a golf cart that is moving or 
has its key inserted and in the on position. 
 

(b) "Conventional golf cart" means either a fleet golf cart or a personal golf cart. 
 

(c) "Fleet golf cart" means a golf cart used solely to carry one or more people and golf equipment to 
play golf. These are sold to golf courses. 
 

(d) "Personal golf cart" means a golf cart used to carry one or more people and may carry golf 
equipment to play golf. These are sold to individual people who may use them to travel on 
public roads to and from golf courses and to play golf, to travel on public roads on purposes 
unrelated to golf, or for all of these purposes. 
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(49 CFR Part 571) 

Sec. 54-272. - Operation of golf carts permitted. 

(a) The operation of golf carts on public streets with a posted speed limit of thirty-five (35) mph or 
less within the City of Newton and on property owned or leased by the City of Newton in 
compliance with the provisions of this article shall be permitted. However, it shall be unlawful to 
operate any golf cart that is not properly registered with and permitted by the City of Newton or 
to operate any golf cart at any place or in any manner not authorized herein. 

 
(b) The operation of golf carts in the following circumstances is exempt, and is not subject to the 

provisions of this article: 
 

(1) The operation of golf carts on private property, with the consent of the owner, 
 

(2) The operation of golf carts on private streets, 
 

(3) The use of a golf cart in connection with a parade, a festival, or other special event provided 
the consent of the sponsor is obtained, the police department is notified, and provided the 
golf cart is only used during such event, and 

 
(4) The use of golf carts by City of Newton personnel, other governmental agencies, and/or 

public service agencies on official business. 

Sec. 54-273. - Golf carts do not qualify as electric personal mobility devices. 

(a) Golf carts do not qualify as electric personal mobility devices designed to assist handicapped or 
elderly individuals. All golf carts operated in the City of Newton on public streets must be 
properly registered with and permitted by the City of Newton. 

Sec. 54-274. - Fee. 

(a) There shall be paid at the time of filing for golf cart registration a fee of $50.00. 
 

(b) There shall be paid annually at the time of inspection and registration renewal a fee of $20.00  

Sec. 54-275. - Registration and permit requirements. 

(a) No golf cart may be operated on any public street within the City of Newton or on any property 
owned or leased by the City of Newton unless the golf cart has first been registered with the City 
of Newton and permitted as required herein. The registration and permit shall be renewed 
annually thereafter in accordance with the provisions of this article. 

 
(b) The owner shall complete an application provided by the City of Newton and the golf cart shall 

be inspected by the City of Newton Police Department for compliance with the provisions of this 
article prior to the issuance of an annual permit for the golf cart. To evidence the registration, 
the owner shall be issued a unique license plate and annual registration decal which shall be 
displayed on the rear of the golf cart. The city council may establish, and amend from time to 
time, an annual registration fee for golf carts. 
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(c) In order to register a golf cart and secure an annual permit, the owner and golf cart must meet 
the following basic requirements: 
 
(1) The owner must be at least eighteen (18) years old and possess a valid driver’s license, 

 
(2) The owner must possess and maintain liability insurance in an amount not less than 

required by state law for traditional motor vehicles operated on public streets in the state, 
 

(3) The golf cart must not have been modified to exceed a speed of twenty (20) mph, and 
 

(4) The golf cart must have an identifiable identification number. 
 

(d) In order to register a golf cart and secure an annual permit, a golf cart must have the following 
safety features installed: 

 
(1) Two (2) operating front headlights, visible from a distance of at least two hundred fifty (250) 

feet, 
 

(2) Two (2) operating tail lights, with brake lights and turn signals, visible from a distance of at 
least two hundred fifty (250) feet, 

 
(3) A rear vision mirror, 

 
(4) At least one (1) reflector per side, 

 
(5) A parking brake, 

 
(6) A windshield, and 

 
(7) Must be limited to a maximum of three (3) rows of seats. 

 
(e) Prior to the issuance of an initial permit or annual renewal, the City of Newton Police 

Department shall inspect the golf cart for compliance with the requirements of this article. No 
golf cart shall be registered and permitted unless it is in compliance with all requirements. 

 
(f) Prior to the issuance of an initial permit or annual renewal, the owner shall sign an 

acknowledgment that he/she has read and understands the provisions of this article. 
 

(g) All-terrain vehicles, 4-wheel utility vehicles, go-karts, and other similar utility vehicles which are 
not manufactured for operation on a golf course, and/or a golf cart which has been modified so 
that it no longer meets the definition of a golf cart may not be registered as a golf cart under 
this article nor shall such vehicles be operated on public streets within the City of Newton, 
unless such vehicles are registered and permitted under the motor vehicle laws of the state. 

Sec. 54-276. - Standards of operation. 

(a) It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public street within the City of Newton unless the 
following requirements are met: 
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(1) A golf cart must display a valid City of Newton issued golf cart license plate and annual 

registration decal. 
 

(2) A golf cart may be operated on all public streets in the City of Newton, with the exception of 
the entire length of US 321, US 70, NC 10 and NC 16.  Golf carts shall be allowed to operate 
on those portions of NC 10 and NC 16 that are posted at a speed limit of 35 mph or lower.  
Golf carts are permitted to cross directly in a straight line from one side of US 321 and to the 
other side. 

 
(3) No person may operate a golf cart unless that person is at least eighteen (18) years of age 

and is licensed to drive upon the streets, roads, and highways of the state and then, only in 
accordance with such driver's license. An operator of a golf cart must be a licensed driver as 
required by the laws of their home state. The operator must have the valid driver license in 
his/her possession while operating the golf cart. The operator must be a resident, property 
owner, authorized guest, or tenant of property with a physical address in the City of 
Newton. 

 
(4) The driver and passengers must be properly seated while the golf cart is in motion, and may 

not be transported in a negligent manner. The seating capacity shall not be exceeded. 
 

(5) No golf cart may be operated at a speed greater than reasonable and prudent for the 
existing conditions, and in no instance at a speed greater than twenty (20) miles per hour. 

 
(6) No golf cart may be operated in a careless or reckless manner. 

 
(7) Golf carts must be operated in accordance with all applicable state and local traffic laws and 

ordinances, including all laws, regulations and ordinances pertaining to the possession and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

 
(8) Golf carts are subject to the same parking regulations as traditional motor vehicles, and may 

only be parked in the same manner and in the same places designated for the parking of 
traditional motor vehicles. 

 
(9) Golf carts are permitted to park in specially designated "golf-cart-only" parking spaces as 

may be provided by the City of Newton in various locations. 
 

(10) Golf carts may only park in handicapped parking spaces if the driver has a valid handicapped 
placard or sticker and the same is clearly posted or displayed in the golf cart. 

 
(11) Golf carts may not be operated on any sidewalk or bicycle path, except for golf carts 

operated by governmental or public service agencies for official purposes. 
 

(12) Golf carts may not be used for the purpose of towing another cart, trailer or vehicle of any 
kind, including a person on roller skates, skateboard, or bicycle. 

 
(13) The possession of open containers of alcohol and/or consumption of alcohol by the driver 

and/or passengers of a golf cart is prohibited. 
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(14) The operator of a golf cart shall yield the right-of-way to traditional motor vehicles. 

Sec. 54-277. - Penalties and remedies. 

(a) Any person violating the motor vehicle laws of the state, which shall also apply to golf carts 
registered under this article, shall be subject to the penalties prescribed in state law for said 
violation. 

 
(b) Any person who knowingly allows an underage driver to operate a golf cart shall be charged and 

subject to the penalties prescribed in state law for contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 
 

(c) Any person violating the provisions of this article or failing to comply with any of its 
requirements shall be required to pay a civil violation in the amount of fifty dollars ($50.00). 

 
(d) Any person violating the City of Newton's parking ordinances shall be subject to the penalties 

outlined for parking violations in this chapter. 
 

(e) Operating a golf cart under the influence of an impairing substance (i.e., alcohol or drugs) on a 
public street is a violation of state law, and is punishable as provided therein. 

The City of Newton may refuse to register and issue a permit for the operation of a golf cart, or may 
immediately revoke a previously issued permit, if the registered golf cart and/or the owner of the golf 
cart is involved in three (3) or more violations of this article and/or violations of state law within a three-
year time period. Said revocation and/or denial of a permit shall be effective for one (1) year. 

The City of Newton may refuse to register and issue a permit for the operation of a golf cart, or may 
immediately revoke a previously issued permit, if the registered golf cart and/or the owner of the golf 
cart is charged with operating a golf cart under the influence of an impairing substance, aiding and 
abetting the operation of the golf cart under the influence of an impairing substance, or operating a golf 
cart in a careless and reckless manner. Said revocation and/or denial of a permit shall be effective for 
one (1) year, unless the charge is dismissed or the owner and/or operator is acquitted, in which event 
the permit shall either be immediately reinstated or the application for the permit shall be approved if 
the conditions of the ordinance have been met. 

All revocation periods shall be effective from the date of the notification of revocation letter, 
provided that the revoked registration plate is surrendered to the police department within fourteen 
(14) days of the date of notification. If the revoked registration plate is not surrendered within fourteen 
(14) days, then the revocation shall be effective, however the one (1) year period shall not begin until 
the date the plate is surrendered to, or seized by, the police department. 

(Reference § 20-138.1.  Impaired driving. § 20-4.01.  Definitions.) 
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CITY OF NEWTON  
GOLF CART SAFETY INSPECTION FORM 

Owner Name: ____________________________________    Owner Phone #: __________________________________  

Owner Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Golf Cart Make: __________________________________  Golf Cart Serial #: _________________________________  

       (Check One) 

Inspection Item Pass Fail Comments 
(All marks of  “fail” should be explained in detail in the areas below): 

Two operating front 
headlights visible from a 
distance of at least 250 ft. 
Two operating tail lights 
visible from a distance of at 
least 250 ft. 
Two operating brake lights 
visible from a distance of at 
least 250 ft. 
Two operating turn signals 
visible from a distance of at 
least 250 ft. 

Rear Vision Mirror 
Reflectors (at least one per 
side) 
Parking brake. 

Windshield. 

Does not exceed three rows 
of seats:  

I certify that I have conducted an inspection of the above referenced vehicle and that the conditions of the 
Inspection Items are accurately reported.  

_______________________________________     ______________________________________  
Inspector’s Printed Name               Inspection Date  

_______________________________________  
Inspector’s Signature       

Golf carts shall not be licensed or operated if any inspection item fails, until such time as the inspection item has 
been repaired by a qualified technician. A copy of the repair bill must be attached to this inspection form as proof 
of correction.  

77



CITY OF NEWTON
GOLF CART PERMIT DECAL AND REGISTRATION APPLICATION

GC-1
(Rev. 9/16)

 

Select the service type below: 
 First-time Applicant $50.00 – the Golf Cart is not currently registered 
 Renewal $20.00 – Golf Cart annual registration renewl

 GOLF CART IDENTIFICATION 

Vehicle Identification Number (if applicable) Make Year Make 

 OWNER INFORMATION 
 I certify that this golf cart is owned by:

Owner Complete Legal Name (Last, First, Middle) NC Customer Number Driver License Number 

Co-Owner Complete Legal Name (Last, First, Middle) Co-Owner NC Customer Number Co-Owner Driver License Number 

Residential Street Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Additional Operating Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

  INSURANCE CERTIFICATION 

Under penalties of perjury, I declare this vehicle is insured with the company named below and I will maintain liability insurance 
throughout the registration period. 

Name of Insurance Company 

Signature of Owner  Date 

. 

      OPERATING RESTRICTIONS 

 Operator must have a valid driver’s license and must be at least eighteen years of age.
 The driver’s license must be in the operator’s possession.
 May be driven on a highway or street for which the posted speed limit is thirty-five miles an hour or less.
 May cross a highway or street at the most direct route where the highway has a posted speed limit of more than thirty-five miles an

hour.
 Upon sale of the golf cart, immediately notify the City of Newton Police Department in writing giving the name and address of the

new owner, with date of sale.
 Remove the assigned permit decal from the golf cart upon sale.

Owner’s Signature     Date 

   DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

Date of IssueOfficer Name Officer Signature
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Police Department

Page 1 of 1

No Charge

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        10.00 

 $        20.00 
 $      100.00 

 $        50.00 

Golf Cart Registration 

     Registration  $        50.00 
     Annual Inspection and Registration Renewal  $        20.00 

Finger printing (for other agencies)

Police Report

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITY OF NEWTON FEES & CHARGES

FISCAL YEAR 2016 – 2017

Violation of Motor Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance

Parking over allowed time

Parking 25 ft. of street corner

Parking on left side of curb

Double Parking

Parking in or otherwise obstructing marked fire lanes except for unloading 
supplies or merchandise temporarily in a shopping center or mall parking lot 
while attended.  (Fire inspectors are authorized to issue citations for violation of 
this provision while on duty.)

Parking on Sidewalk

Parking in a Leased Space

Parking in Handicap Space

Obstructing Traffic

Illegal use of Loading Zones, Bus Stops, and Taxi Stands

Parking at Entrance of Alley or Driveway

Parking more than 12” of curb

Parking in a non-parking space

Parking over white lines

Parking 15 ft. of fire hydrant
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