Newton Recreation Commission
Recreation Commission Minutes
Tuesday, August 9, 2016
7 o’clock PM
Newton Recreation Department Conference Room
[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees:			Ex-Officio:			Absent:			Guests:
David Shugart			Sandra Waters			David Crouse
Mickey Drum			Carol Stiles
Mary Bess Lawing
Eddie Sain
John Stiver


		








I.	Welcome
	Chairman Kyle Smith called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.

II.	Approval of Minutes
	Minutes of the April meeting was approved unanimously as written. No meeting in the month of May. 

III.	Old Business

	A.	New Commission Member to replace Marshall Pratt
· 	Two names were submitted for comments and consideration; Aisha Hope and Robert 	Coulter.
· 	After reviewing the two applications and comments from members and staff, Aisha Hope 	was submitted.
	B.	Resignation-Frances Inscoe 

		    	Frances told Commission members with very deep regret she must resign at this time. 
		    	Due to personal considerations of home and health.	
		    	It has been a “pleasure” an “honor” to be involved with all commission members.
		    	Impressed with the amount of work all staff and commission members have accomplished.
		    	Mary Bess Lawing filled out an application to fill Frances vacancy.
		    	All forms and interest to serve will go to the Mayor and Council for approval.
	C.	2016-2017 Budget

		    	Director gave all members present a copy of the operating budget and capital improvements 			projects for the coming year.
		    	Director reviewed and summarized each budget.




	D.	Master Plan-Steering Committee

		    	Members were given a copy of the Draft Master Plan Study.
		    	Director and members of Recreation Steering Committee asked other Recreation 					Commission member to look over this plan and be prepared to discuss at next meeting. We 			would welcome any recommendations for this study and plan.
		    	Members were also given a Parks, Trails and Health workbook for Catawba County.

	E.	Activities Report

		    	Director reviewed a number past and upcoming programs; hanging baskets, new exercise 				program w/music, pool opens June 13th @ 1:00 p.m., movies in the park for June 17 and 				June 24, East Newton Heritage Festival, Take-A-Kid Fishing Day at Herman’s Fish Lake 			and a new badminton program. Smokey Mountain Shoot Out was held on May 27th, 28th and 			29th; earned $2,000 and the Spring Yard Sale earned a total of $760.
IV.	New Business
	A.	Zika Virus and Parks
		    	Public education is one of the most important rules that Parks and Recreation agencies can 			play in Zika Response. “People travel parks everywhere, especial younger people who like 			to be outdoors.”
		    	3D Zika Defense – Dress properly, drain containers and use DEET.
		    	Aerial spraying is generally not considered the most effective measure for A. aegypti				mosquitoes because secretive habit and breeding locations. The presence of A. aegypti and 			only be determined by monitoring and trapping.   
		    	The Recreation staff has already started discussing the Zika Virus program and trying to 				decide what to do at our parks.
	B.	Southside Park Swing
		    	Director reported a young child got stuck in one of the baby swings.
		    	Fire Department had to rescue the child.
		    	Director gave members a picture of the swing in question. Swings are complaint and the 				child was too big to be in this particular type of swing.
		
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, August 9, 2016
Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra A. Waters, Parks & Recreation Director
	
