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Appearance Commission Minutes 
Thursday, April 9, 2015 

 
Attendees:       Guests: 
Melvin Caldwell   Tom Rowe     Toni Woods 

 Collette Touchette Sandra Waters      Zach Perry 
Bill Sigmon                Rachel Blake 
         Marisa Carlton 
 
Absent:  Becky Webb, Sheila Iveson 

    
I. Welcome 

A. Collette called the meeting to order and welcomed all members and guests. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes of Thursday, Mar. 9, 2015 
The minutes were approved as written. 

 
III. Old Business                   

A. Financial Report 
 The group discussed the balance of funds at this time and projected 

expenditures for the rest of the fiscal year.  Sandra also stated that all POs 
must be submitted no later than April 30.  

 As part of this discussion Sandra requested that we rethink not planting the 
remaining planned plants at the intersection of Hwy 10/16.  The remaining 
plants are flowering perennials.  After discussion it was decided to complete 
the plantings as originally planned. 

 
B.  Teen Leadership 
 Zach Perry, Rachel Blake and Marisa Carlton, high school students who are 

attending Newton’s Teen Leadership Forum attended the meeting to get 
ideas of what they could do as part of their project on city beautification.  
They stated they wanted to set up a mobile program where someone could 
‘tag’ a problem they see in the city and send it to our group for correction. 
The Commission agreed that was a good idea.  They also suggested they 
consider how to get the tags routed to the correct city department or 
committee. 

 Collette suggested that they stay for our meeting as we discussed our active 
projects and see if they could come up with any other ideas.  We would 
discuss those ideas at the end of the meeting. 

 They are also working on updating the City website. 
  

C. Canvas Mural Contest     
 Sheila was unable to attend the meeting to present a plan for the contest. 
 Collette suggested that instead of doing large murals, that we do smaller 

banners the size of our city banners.  She had observed beautiful handmade 
banners in Morganton while attending the Main Street Conference.  Collette 
will contact Morganton’s Main Street Coordinator to get the details on their 
banners and discuss with Sheila.  
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D. Curb Appeal-Newton Style 

 Collette reported that she had sent a draft copy of an announcement for this 
contest to Alex Frich for his enhancements. 

 After reviewing the letter going out to local businesses and groups for 
assistance in this project, Melvin suggested we add a note that there will be 
publicity for the participants.  Collette will make the addition. 

 
E. Lookin Better Together 
 Collette received an email from a resident in Startown requesting help with 

their yard.  Collette visited the residence and determined that it would be in 
the scope of the program.  The group agreed to meet on Saturday at 9am to 
work on this yard. 

 Tom Rowe was to find out the status of the old house at Little’s median.  The 
owner is presently in Florida.  He will contact the owner once he returns to 
Newton. 

 
F. Yard of the Month 
 Jan Freeman and Alicia Rayfield lead this program in the past but both have 

now rolled off of the Commission.  Alicia has graciously volunteered to help 
us in any way.  

 Sandra requested that everyone be on the look-out for a yard.  Our first yard 
will be in May.  

 Collette will be the point person until a lead is identified. She will get an ad in 
the paper and post it on our facebook site.  She will also purchase the Lowe’s 
gift cards. 

 
G. Civic Group Signs at Hwy 16/10 

Collette reported she had composed a letter to send to the Civic organizations 
who had faded signs on the poles.  The letter asks that they remove the old 
signs and either not replace them, replace them, or make another suggestion as 
to what to do.  Effort will be made to deliver/mail these letters next week. 

 
H. Adopt-a-Spot 
 Sandra showed our first Adopt-a-Spot sign for the KCCB spot. All were 

extremely pleased with the sign. Collette will install the sign.  
 Tom reported that he and Jim would be working on the Southwest Blvd./’O’ 

Street spot on Monday at 9am. Anyone who can join them will be welcomed. 
 Melvin stated that his bike group would like an Adopt-a-Spot.  Collette is 

preparing a portfolio of spots with pictures and approximate measurements.  
She will complete this portfolio next week and give a copy to Melvin.  

 
I. Fire Station Landscaping 
 The fire station landscaping has been completed.   
 Collette relayed a suggestion that the Appearance Committee buy a tree.  All 

agreed. Collette will collect the money. 
 Sandra reported there were 4 Silver Bells, 2 Red Buds and 3 Magnolias left 

for adoption. 
 Arbor Day will be celebrated at the Fire Station of Friday April 24 at 10am.  

All are invited. 
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 Bill also suggested to Sandra that the trees have gators installed around 
them to make sure they get enough water. 

 
At this point during the meeting, the Teen Leadership attendees, summarized the 
projects they would like to work on. They will decide on which one and get back to 
us. 

1. Participate in the Canvas Murals 
2. Pick an Adopt-a-Spot 
3. Participate in the May 2 Litter Sweep to fulfill community service 

requirements. 
4. Co-ordinate obtaining pictures of downtown buildings as they were 

originally and write up stories about their use throughout the years. 
The pictures and stories will be posted in the windows of the 
buildings. 

 
 

J. Lookin Good 
A Lookin Good posting was made on Facebook for Robert Gibbs on the corner of 
South D St. and Caldwell Ave.  
 

K. Litter Sweep 
 All were reminded about the Litter Sweep on May 2.  We will be meeting this 

year at Westside Park at 8:30. 
 Collette gave out flyers for people to post and requested that everyone try to 

get as many people there as possible. 
 

L. Other 
None 

  
 

IV. New Business  
A. ABC Florist 

 Sandra reported that she had received several complaints about the clutter 
at ABC Florist.  Collette contacted the Code Enforcement Officer who stated 
he had visited the site several times; however, when the owner puts out 
cardboard it may be several days before it is picked up.  When firewood is 
delivered, it may be delivered on a Monday and the owner cannot stack it 
until the week-end.  Collette requested that John suggest to ABC Florist that 
some sort of barrier is installed next to the street such as a fence or bushes. 

 It was requested that he also address the clutter under the green house at 
the Abernathy home across from the new fire station. 

 
B. Main St. Meeting Update 
 Collette had a very interesting time at the conference. She relayed some of 

the seminars she attended and ideas she saw around Morganton. 
 Collette had written a Vacant Building Ordinance but after attending a 

seminar on Vacant Buildings in NC, the Ordinance will have to be updated. 
 

C. Earth Day Fair 
 The Commission received information about the Earth Day Fair to be held on 

Saturday, April 25 from 10am to 2pm at the SALT Block.  It was agreed that 
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the Commission would reserve a booth.  Collette will be attending the fair as a 
KCCB member and can man the booth.  Collette will send in the vendor 
application. Any other members that can attend and help with the both will be 
welcomed. 

 
D. Downtown Audit 

Collette surveyed downtown Newton during March to see which items identified 
on the Downtown Audit of Spring 2013 had been corrected.  28% were found to 
be corrected.  Of the remaining 72% there were    % addressing trash cans 
stored at inappropriate places per the city ordinance.  The Commission was 
asked to review the audit and come up with suggestions at the next meeting on 
how to address the remaining issues.  The Code Enforcement officer said he 
would leave the trash can issue up to the Appearance Commission as that was 
not within his scope. 

 
E. Other 

1. Flower Beds across from Fire Station 
 Sandra asked if the Appearance Commission would plant these beds. All 

agreed that the commission can do it but we will have to wait until all the 
digging has ceased at the gas station. 

 
2. DNDA Lunch and Learn Meeting 
 There will be a Lunch and Learn meeting with the Main Street Coordinator 

Liz Parham at Marie and Twannettes on April 16.  Collette cannot attend 
due to work conflicts and asked if anyone present could attend in her place. 
No one was able to.  She will ask those absent from the meeting. 

 
3. Mural on Building at Abundant Life Bookstore 
 Collette reported that Scott Waldrop plans on painting a mural on the side 

of the building at Abundant Life Bookstore.  He asked that the Appearance 
Commission give him some ideas.   

The commission suggested the following: 
Something  
historical 
funky/pop art 
reflects greenway 
group riding bicycles through Newton 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Next Meeting: May 14, 2015 
   Recreation Center 
 

Notation:  Highlighted sections denote an “Action Item,” requiring action by one or more commission 
members. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Collette Touchette 
Chairperson, Appearance Commission 
4/13/2015 


